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661 Poccnro Ha 60pTy JIMHKOpA 6PUTAHCKO-
ro Koponesckoro ¢ora «Manb60po», He
BCTPETWIT Gbl MOIO MAaTh, ¥ MeHsI Obl He GBITIO
Ha cBete. YTo BbI3BIBAET BO MHE HEKOTOPYIO
IPYCTb, TAK 9TO KOIJIA 51 BIDKY JIPArOLeHHO-
cru joma PomaHOoBBIX Ha
npyrux jonsx. Mos 6a-
GyIIKA, BEJIUKAasl KHATMHS
Kcenust Anexcanipos-
Ha, I0Yb UMIIEPATOPa
Anexcanapa III u cecrpa
POCCUIICKOTO MMIIepaTo-
pa Huxonas I, 8 1919
rojly cymeJia BhIBE3TH
yacTb paMUJIbHBIX YKpa-
menuit. B konne 1940-x

OHa pelia yCTpOUTb
ayKIMOH. B HOUb 1epest ayKIMOHOM JIOTBI
kymia Mapus Tekckas, cynpyra 'eopra V u
6abymka Enusasern I1. Teneps otn meses-
PBI 9ACTO JOIOJHSIOT Hapsi/ibl GPUTAHCKOIL
KOPOJIEBCKOII CEMbI.

«KcTaTu, opna 6puraH-
CKHMX apUCTOKpPaTOB
THUTYJIbI OeJNIS9TCS Ha ABa
TUIIA — "HACTOALINMN"

M "HeHaCTOSLINMN »

Ho Oupra poaniiach 1mocjie ayKumoHa, Kak
OHAa MOJXET 3HaTb 3Tn praH_IeHI/IH?

— V 6a6ymky GbUl MHBEHTAPHBII a1b6OM,

B KOTOPOM OHa pYCOBaJIa yKpalleHus JoMa
PomanoBbix B peaiib-
HOM pa3mepe. S mpo-
nlasia aab6boMm, 9TOObI
OTPEMOHTHPOBATb JIOM.

[Topoit kusirnus Osibra
npogaet ¢ororpadun

u ToKyMeHThl. HenaBHO
OHa yBU/IeJ1a HECKOJIbKO
[IPOJAHHBIX IIICEM B
peroprake ¢ BBICTABKI
«apckoe Ceno. 1917.
Haxkanywne...». [Ipu atom B 1oMe, KOHEUHO,
€CTb BEIl, PACCTaBAThCS C KOTOPBIMU OHA
He cobupaetcs. Cpey HIX — CepBUS, U3TO-
toseHHbi1 Mneparopcknm dbapdopoBbiM
3aBonoM A ceaab6nl Hukomnas 11,

tiresome but my mother was into virginity —
I woudn't have been a good bargaining chip
if I wasn't a virgin — so all the time the lights
kept going on. That’s what people were like
back then. It was like going to Ascot. In the
Royal Enclosure there used to be a certain
code: you were not allowed to be divorced,
bankrupt or ex-bankrupt or have been in
jail. Nowadays, you get all three. They had to
change the law about ‘divorcees’ when the
Queen’s s

ster got divorced, didn’t they?”

As for Prince Charles’ proposition of propos-
ing to Princess Olga, once again, this was the
handiwork of her mother, Nadine Sylvia Ada
McDougall.

“Harpers Bazaar did a section in 1967 to
find a suitable foreign Princess for Prince
Charles. I was one of five, or six. There
was also a girl from Luxembourg. I was,

in fact, the wrong religion — I am Russian
Orthodox — so I was out in the first round
She then reflected and laughed, with the
carefree nature of an adolescence, “Why on
earth, would anyone have wanted to marry
me then, let alone now? I had only met the
man twice in my life and it would never have
worked. I am too selfish, opinionated, and I
don’t put up with shite. He would not have
wanted to marry me, plus I liked bad boys.”
Her mischievous smile now was wide as a

moat. “To go for a nice man like Charles,
with all his responsibilities, would never have
crossed my mind, although my mother would
have been just so pleased... So, no way. It
was mother’s pipe-dream. [ always did ad-
mire Prince Charles and Camilla. I thought
their publicity as a result of Diana was most
unfortunate. I don't believe one should wash
dirty linen in public. It was bad for Camila,
and [ imagine it was hell for poor old Prince
Charles. By the way, Diana wasn't a Princess.
[t annoys me enormously when people refer
to her as “Princess Diana”, because, in fact,
she was the Princess of Wales.”

ccording to
Olga’s un-
derstanding,
you only are
Princess by
Christian name,
if one’s father
was a Prince.
Olga’s mother
was Princess
Andrew, not Princess Nadine. Therefore,
Olga was Princess Olga and Diana would
actually have been the Princess of Wales

or Princess Charles. “To call her Princess
Diana is totally incorrect and annoys me”, a
bemused Olga exhaled.

“You know, some people buy titles these
days. However, what they might not know



is that these titles are not real” said Olga,

as she instructed her cute, over excited dog
Ronnie to climb down and away from the
exciting smells on the table. “I mean, the
title might be real, but it means nothing. The
titles being sold off are defunct, the families
are, generally dead, so it makes no differ-
ence. These titles aren’t used anymore. Some
people in Britain have more than one title,
so they sell off a few and keep the main one.
[t doesn’t bother them, at all. Hah! That’s

an idea., but I can’t sell mine no! It’s my
identity.”

England when I see Romanov jewels on oth-
er people’s necks. My grandmother, Grand
Duchess Xenia Alexandrovna of Russia, the
elder daughter of Emperor Alexander III of
Russia and Empress Maria Feodorovna of
Russia (née Princess Dagmar of Denmark),
in 1919 managed to bring some of the family
jewellery to the UK. Most of the jewellery
was left in Russia. My grandmother auc-
tioned her jewels in the 1940’s, before I was
born. They was bought by George V’s wife,
Queen Mary. Which means, occasionally, on
a Royal family neck, one sees something one
recognises.”

»
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century house from dilapidating, and keep

it maintained. However, there are precious
heirlooms she will never part with. Among
them — a celebrated etching pen her grand-
father used to write her father’s birth date on
the window of the Winter Palace.

“My father was born in the Winter Palace.
When I first went to St Petersburg in 1998

I felt Russian. My father had told me about
St Petersburg, it felt like home. It was better
than expected. So when in Russia, I feel Rus-
sian. The Russians I know suffer melancho-
lia. I suffer too. I hate winters and autumn.

OCCASIONALLY THhaveaCURIOUS FEELING in
ENGLAND when I'see ROMANON JEWELS on
OTHERPEOPLIES NECKS

The Royal jewellery of Romanov House is
also an important part of Princess Olga’s
identity.

“When I travel in Russia, I do not feel sour
grapes because I think all these palaces
should belong to me. After all, I would not
have been born, if there had not been Rev-
olution. My father would still be married to
his first wife, he wouldn't have met my moth-
er. Occasionally [ have a curious feeling in
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How would Olga recognise them, if the auc-
tion was before she was born?

“My grandmother had an inventory book
and did paintings herself, lifesize. [ had it for
some time, but had to sell the book. I had to
sell a lot of heirlooms to be able to repair this
house.”

From time to time Princess Olga sold parts
of her family archive to keep this 13th
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Although I do not fall into a depression as
such, I feel a tinge sometimes. Papa suffered
it badly. I can’t say a thing in Russia, I find
English hard enough. I know four words in
Russian: Da, Net, Spasibo, Dushka. Papa
called me “Dushka”. Before the Revolution
that was how you addressed your children,
or, lover. It’s like “Darling”. Papa spoke

five languages ... they used to say about
Romanoff men that they could speak five lan-
guages and yet were silent in them all.
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hey were not great
talkers. I love
cossack music and
I was brilliant in
vodka shots! I could
do six at once. My
daughter and I had
competitions at
balls. Too old for
that, now. Cham-
pagne is what I adore these days.”

Having done with the wine, we switch to cof-
tee with dates. When we steer towards the
topic of age, Olga recalled her childhood.

— My book “Princess Olga, a Wild and Bare-
foot Romanov”
about my wacky childhood and differentiates
between running around barefoot here, wild,
with my governess, to my father’s childhood,
born and bred in the Winter Palace with the
pomp and circumstance of old Russia. For
the first three years of his life he was dressed
as a girl. From the age of four Father dressed
in naval uniform and went from a lovely
warm nursery with an English nanny to a
cold dormitory with a tutor, a hard bed and
navy-like treatment. He went from comfort
to discomfort, quickly. My mother had had

a terrible time at boarding school from the
age of 8. This was just after World War I.
That school sounded like hell. They were
not allowed to hold onto railings, because
they would put fingermarks on the polished
wood, so they had to walk in the middle of
the stairs. They had to carry buckets of water
in all weather, because they were used like
slaves. They lived in a dormitory with no
heating. Bear in mind, these were delicate
young children. My mother had terrible
chilblains on her hands and feet which were
bound with rags, so she could not move
properly. She had weak lungs as a result,

and was always getting pneumonia. Terrible
cruelty, but at the time they thought it was
the thing to do.”

comes out in October. It is

Her experiences made Olga’s mother swear
if she had a girl, she would not let her go to a
boarding school.

“In the 1950’s it was eccentric. I had
governesses and tutors come to teach me
how to write and play tennis. When kids

of aristocrats were tiny, they would have

a nursery governess, until 7-8 years of

age, From 8-11 they would go to the local
primary or village school, at 11-12 years of
age they were sent to boarding school. In
England, all children went to school, except
me. All my friends went to school, but I was
at home. At times it was lovely, at times it
was lonely. I asked my mother to go school,
and the answer would be: “No, [ want you to
stay at home, it is a better education and you

U py4Ka, KOTOPOI1 Jie]] KHATYHU BBITPaBUPO-
BaJI Ha OKHe 3MMHETO JIBOpIia BpeMs I JaTy
POKIeHMs ee OTLA.

— Orel — e/IMHCTBEHHBIN U3 CEMH Jie-
Teil, ponusiuiicss B SumHeM. OH He nMet
[paBa Ha TUTYJI BEJIMKOTO KHs38s, HO KO
OH POZIWJICS, UTOGBI TOPAzioBaTh 6abyII-
Ky umneparpuiry Mapuio ®emoposHy, y
KOTOPOJI TIOSIBUJICS TIEPBbIN BHYK, ObLI JJaH
21 mymeyHblit 3aJ1I1, KOTOPBIM OOBIYHO
BO3BEINAIOT O POXK/IEHNN BEJIMKUX KHASEIL.

RO LA ES/RY

B ueTblpe — npucTaBuiIN yUnTe IS, aHIVINI-
CKYIO HSHIO, [IEPEOJIe B BOEHHYIO (hopMy

U TIOCEJIMAJINA BO UTO-TO TUIIA OOIIEKUTHS [IJIS
MOPCKUX OUILIEPOB C >KECTKOIT KPOBATbIO.
Mama Toke He GbUIa TEIIMYHBIM PACTEHUEM.
B BoceMb J1eT ee oTau B YACTHYIO aHIINIA-
cKyto mKoy. 13 ee paccka3oB BBIXOAWIIO, YTO
9TO GBI &]1; OTOIUIEHNsI HE OBLIO, B JIIOGYIO
MIOTOAY AeTell 3acTaByIslin HOCUTb Befipa C
XOJIOIHOV BOZOM, XOAUTD IO CTYIIeHbKaM
pasperanaoch TOJIbKO [ocepeiyiHe U He

Jnait bor TOTpOHYTHCSI 10 OTHONMPOBAHHBIX

1o POCCIHH, To

BOOBIILEYY BCTBYN 1O,CE B
OUEHDL PYCCROL

51 cTosbKO BCero cblmasa OT OTia Ipo
Caukr-Ilerep6ypr, 4To KOI7a IpUexaia Tyia
BIIEPBBIE, IOUYBCTBOBasA ceOs foMa. OueHb
KoMdopTHBII 17151 MeHs ropo. Korna st
e3y 1o Poccnu, To BOOGIIIE UYBCTBYIO cebs
oueHb pycckoil. Xots... B Hlomrangum —
momiauakon, B [lanun — gatuankoit. Bo
MHe CTOJIbKO KpoBeit Hamernano! [To-pycckn
s 3HAIO YETHIPE CJIOBA: 14, HET, Cracuto,
nymka. Ho Bimsiane pycckoit KpoBu 3aMer-
HO: 51 MEeJIAHXOJINYHA, HEHABIDKY 3UMY U
ocenb. He mory mo3Bonuts cebGe HACTOAIIYIO
IIeTIPeCCHIo, OT KOTOPOIt CTpa/ia marma, Ho
yacTo 6biBato mozaeieHa. Orel roBOPMI Ha
IITH SI3BIKAX, HO O My>K4MHax foma Poma-
HOBBIX Tora 1myTn: «OHI MOTYT FOBOPUTH
Ha TIATU A3bIKaX, HO OOBIYHO HA BCEX IIATH
MoJryary. 13 Becesioro — o610 Kasaiy-
KYIO MY3BIKY ¥ He OTKQ)KYCh OT PIOMOYKY
pyccKoit Boaku. PaHblie MBI € 104epbio Ha
GaJiax COPEBHOBAIINCDH, KTO GOJIbINE PIOMOK
onpokuner, — cmeercst Onbra. — S morna
BBIITUTB IIECTb-CEMb. Tenepb mpernounTao
IaMIIaHCKOe.

MHO 3aKOHYMJIOCH,
U MBI TIepexXOIuM
Ha Kode ¢ buHn-
kamu. [Ipu Bceit
BHeIIIHel1 IpoCToTe
6bITa, HOCUTD Kode
I10 JIOMY KHATVHS
3amnperaet. [Ipn
YIIOMMHAHWUK O
BO3pacTe BCIIOMU-
HaeT JeTCTBO.

— B okm6pe Bbimta most kanra «Princess
Olga, a Wild and Barefoot Romanov» («Iu-
Kast 6oconoras kusarunsa Oybra Pomanosa)
0 JIETCKUX roflax WIEHOB Moeii cembu. Moit
oTel]| BBIPOC CO BCET TOMIIE3HOCTDIO 1
LIEPEMOHISIMIY, Ha KOTOPBIE GblIa CII0CO6-
Ha Poccniickast umMmepust Toro BpeMeHH.
I[TepBele Tpu rofja ero ofeBam Kak JeBOYKY
” IepyKam B KoM@opTe, Tak 6bUIO TPUHSATO.

29

nepwi! BeHas MaMa OTMOPO3MJIa MaIbIbl
U 3aCTyausIa Jerkue, I09TOMy IIOCTOSIHHO
6oJesa mHeBMOHMe. [Ipu aTom pogurenn
TOTO BpEMEHN MeYTaIy OTAaTh peGeHKa B
YaCTHYIO MKOJy. Tak GbUIO IPUHSTO.

VIMEHHO I0STOMY, KOIJja IPUIILIO BPEMS
OTIPaB/ATD B Koy camy OJbry, popure-
Jit GBICTPO COLLINCD HA UJie€e IOMALIHEro
06y4eHus.

— 3Byuurt Heoxo, Ho B 1950-e 910 6bLI0
BecbMa 9KCIeHTpuyHO. Bee netn AHrmum
XOJIVJIN B IIKOJLY, a 5 CUZeJIa Jioma I10J, Ma-
MMHBIM HaZI30POM. OTO GbUIO YTOMUTENIBHO,
U MHe GbLJI0 OIMHOKO. 51 1ayke mpocusiach B
IIKOJIY, HO Mama TOBOPIJIA CTPOTOE «HET».
[Tpuunua? «B mKose TeGe He TOHPABUTC».
[TosToMy 51 IPOBOAIMIIA MHOTO BpDEMEHNU

Ha IIPUPOJIEe, KATAIACh HA [IOHM, UTPAJIA C
neryxamu. Mama pasBogyia GOIIOBCKIX
neryxoB. Kora uepes muoro jier most 104b
[OIIUIA B IIKOJIY U CKa3asia yIUTesIM, 4TO

ee MaMa HUKOIZA He XO[IWIa B IIKOJLY, OHU
[IOJIyMAaJIN, 9TO 51 «OCOOEHHbIT peGeHoK». B
Benko6puTannu 06bIYHO HE XOIST B IIKOJLY
He Te, KTO YYUTCsI JOMA, a Te, Y KOro 60JIb-
e IpoGIeMBblL.

IepBe1it 6an, orens «JJopuyecTep», 29 uioHs 1968 r.
Princess Olga Romanoff, at her coming-out ball at
the Dorchester Hotel, 29th June 1968
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eTell y KHATYHA
Ousbru ueTBepo.
Mutagmmii cbiH
yMep B Bo3pacre
nByX Jiet. Kusirnus
roBoput: «/lereii
YeTBepo, HO BBDKU-
s Tpoex. Ee cobiy,
Opencuc MaTtbio
Pomanos, B 2012 rony npunumart yuactue B
oy «X0JI0CTSIK» Ha YKPAMHCKOM TeJleBuzie-
uuu. Ho n Osbra Bpemenn He tepsiia. [Toka
CbIH CHUMAJICsI, OHa 06be3mia Kpbim, uro-
GBI TOCMOTPETD JIBOPIILL CBOElT ceMbt. Jle-
Banust, MaccaHpa — MecTa UCXO>KeHHbIe. A
BOT BO JIBOpeIl fieia Kusaruuu B Ait-Togop ee
cHavasa He mmyckasm!

— Ml mojtonuuM K BHICOKOMY 3a60py €
orpoMHbIMI Bopotamu. Jlosro 3Bornn. OT-
KpbLIach MaJIeHbKast IBEPIla ¥ BHICKOUMIIA
rposnas babushka, kotopas nac
nporHasa. Torna Mbl y3HaIIN, 4TO
HaXOJIUTCSA 3a 3a60POM, HAIIUIN
TestepOH IMPEKTOPa, ITO3BOHWIN,
OO'BSICHIIIN, KTO s1 TAKasl, ¥ HaC C
[ePeBOUUKOM IYCTUJIA BHYTPb.
3OT0 6BUT IETCKUIT CAHATOPUI
umenu Poser JTiokcemGypr, rie
Ha TOT MOMEHT, KaK s OHsLIa,
peadbumMTUpoBa IeTel ot 8

1o 17 ner, nepexusumx Hacume. Ho netn
BBIIVISLIEJIN JIOBOJIBHO cuacTmBbiMu. Haseso
OT IJIABHBIX BOPOT — MaJIEHbKOE KJIaJIOuIIe.
TaM paHblie Gbl1a YaCOBH;I, TIe IIOXKEeHU-
JIVICh MOV OTEIT U €ro nepBast )keHa. B croso-
BoI1 coxpanmuch ¢ppecku. [apy ner nasaz,
caHaropuii nepeziesiay B cna. Mexay Hum
u JleBanueii ectb Tpormuka. Korga mer Tam
YIS, 38 HAMU YBsI3aach 6pofstuast coba-
Ka, ¥ TIEPEBOIUMK OYEHb BOJTHOBAJICS, UTO
MblI iozixBatum 6710x. S nuta u pymana: «Vmy
IO TPOIIMHKE, 7€ TY/ISIM MOy 6abyIiKa 1

ee 6par, TOJIbKO 6JI0X MHE HE XBATao...» A
elne Bce MOCTOSHHO U3BUHSIMCD 3a [IOTOLY,
[OTOMY YTO JIETO GBUIO XOJIOLAHBIM. OTO TaK
no-6purascku!

Kcrary, a uro B kusrune OJibre GpUTAHCKO-
ro? Benpb, HecMOTpSsT Ha rpeMyYYYIO CMeCh
KpOBeJl B ee BeHaX, OHA POJMIIACH U BBIPOCIIA
B TxoM Kemnre.

— JI106J110 CMOTPETD CaMble Y)KaCHbIE
GpuUTAHCKUe IIepeiaul U MbLUIbHbIE OIEepPHL.
Cepuan «East Enders» (o manoo6pasosan-
HBIX KUTEJISIX BOCTOYHOTO JIOH/I0HA) CMO-
TPIO C IIEPBOIL Cepui, IIOTOMY YTO F€POMU elle
GOoJIbLINE UMOTBI, YeM S caMa. OTO MOBbIIIA-
eT caMOOIIeHKy. Mou fietu CMeroTcst Has[o
MHOIL Y MeHs ectb (ororpadus ¢ 6aia, rae
s cToto B Mexax. OHa MHe OueHb HPaBUJIACD,
[OKA I0Yb He CKA3aJIa, YTO 51 BBIIVISDKY Ha
Helt, kak Drag Queen. Eie st oxouych Ha
smnc. Korma B monopoctu sxmna Bo Onopen-
1V, y MeHs1 ObUT 60MbPeH] — XYIAO0KHUK.
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«Moii oTel; ObUI YYAHBIM ITOBA-
pPoM u cagoBHUMKOM. OgHaKAbI OH
Iocazaui rpelKkui opex, ¥ U3 Hero
BBIPOCIIO fepeBo. OcTanbHbIE
AepeBbsi rPelikoro opexa B cagy
nocaaunu 6enxku. 3gech 4acTo
IIPOBOASAT CBagbObI».

B 70-e on 6bu1 n3BecTen Gnarofapst KapTu-
HaM C JIOIIAAbMI ¥ J)KEHIIMHAMI, Pa3pyCco-
BBIBAJI IIOTOJIKM BO BCEX PECTOPAaHAX, SIaKuii
Muxenanmxkero... Ceitqac emy 93, Ho 15

JIeT Ha3a/l Mbl BCTPETWINCD, U OH 3aX0TeJl
ITOCMOTPETB, KaK st 0X04ychb. [ I[pnexars He
HOJIYYMIIACh, U s TIOCTIasa eMy OTO € OXOTHI,
I7ie 51 CYKY Ha CBO€lT YepHOII JIOIIA TN,

B urore oH HapuCOBaJT MHTEPIIPETALINIO 9TO-
ro $hoTO, U TEMEPD A IIyUy, YTO HA KApTUHE
HA MHE COBCEM HE OXOTHUYbSI OfIEXK/IA, HO
IIOBESJIO, YTO 51 BOOOIIE OZeTa, IIOCKOJIBKY B
IOCJIETHUE TOJIBI €T0 PAGOTHI CTAJIN HECKOTIb-
KO TIOPHOTpaMIeCKIMIL

B 9TOT MOMEHT KHATUHA fleiaeT Ly6oKuit
BIOX M IIpe/ijiaraeT BBIITH B CaJl HA BO3AYX,
IIOTOMY YTO B KyXHE CTaJIO >KapKo.

Can B umennn [Iposennep-Manop 3anuma-
er tpu akpa (12140,56 xB. m).

Tyr s1 3ameyaro, 4TO OM Koe-Ije
KPEHUTCS, YerO COBCEM He BIIHO
C IIapajiHO CTOPOHBI.

— Ero navamu crponts 700
JIET Ha3a/l, — FOBOPUT KHST-
us. — Torpa emme He U306pesN
JyHAaMeHT. DTO, KOHEUHO,
JTonoIHNTE IbHBIE TpaThL. [1o-
9TOMY, IOMUMO [TOXOJ0B Ha
GaJtbl, OXOTHI U YXO[1a 34 TIOHH, 5t
3aHMMAaIOCh IPOJAXKeIt cebst —
€O MHOJ MO>KHO IIDOBECTH
BbIxozHbIe. Ho 3a nenbru.
[Toromy uto Hazo Gyaer
HaHMMAaTb [10Bapa U ObITh
Bece-
soit! A
KOTZIa-TO
MO TIpa-
Gabyka
nepxa-
J1a TyT
IIBaZilaTh
cyr!



lga had four children. The

youngest did not survive. It is

hard for her to talk about this,

but she does, while she speaks

about her second son Francis

Mathew. “When my son Fran
took part in the Ukrainian “The Batchelor”
TV Show in 2012, he lived in Kiev for 18
months and I used to stay with him. I agreed
to go to Crimea to take part in the docu-
mentary about my family’s palaces, because
I had actually never seen them. They took
me to Livadia Palace, which was interesting.
We got kicked out of the chapel in Livadia,
because I was lighting candles and saying a
prayer while the crew was filming me. Out
came a priest from behind the altar who was
livid with me. Massandra Palace, [ found
fascinating, as it was built by three different
architects. It had a real English rose garden.
The house I wanted to see most was my
grandfather’s place, “Ai-Todor”. Upon arrival,
it had a huge wooden fence all the way
around and an enormous gate with a little
door. We rang and rang until a babushka
came out and told us off. I then asked to see
the director, and I explained to him who I
was, and was allowed in. It had been turned
into an abused children’s home. Upon entry,
we walked into the woods and saw many
graves. There used to be a chapel here,
where my father and his first wife married
under house arrest. When entered the house,
the rooms were packed with bunks for chil-
dren, looking quite happy. In the dining area
we saw the old frescos which had the same
decor. It was amazing. Now, this place is a
spa. We went to walk on the path between
Ai-Todor and Livadia, and found a stray
dog, it was trying to lick me. I thought: “God,
that is all [ need — to get rabies on a path,
where my family had long walks and talks”.
It was May and very cold, the crew kept
apologising for the weather. So British...” she
laughed.

Pa6oTa xynoxuuka Ansduo Panmmcapau / The work of the artist Alfio Rapisardi

over and see me fox-hunt. However, he could

not eventually make it, so I send him photos
and he made a painting of me on my little
black horse. He was famous for his horses
and nudes in the 60’s and 70’s, they were

all over the restaurant ceilings in Italy, a bit
like Michelangelo. In the 30 years between
knowing him and seeing him his nudes have
literally become pornographic. There I am
wearing weird colours, but I always say: “It’s
lucky I am clothed, because otherwise this
picture would have had to stay in the trunk...
forever!”.

My FATHER PEANTED this WALNUTTREE from

(he NUT in 1964 and SEE TTONW BEAUTHFULLY I(s

GROWN!The SOUTRRELS PLANTED the OTHIER
WALNUTTREES she laughs.

So what about Britishness of Olga herself?
Born and raised in a quiet Kent, what typical
British stereotypes apply to her?

“I like reading newspapers and watching TV
with a dog on either side. I like soap-operas.
I have watched “East Enders” since its very
beginning. I find it always nice to see people
far worse than yourself, makes one feel bet-
ter. My children think my taste is appalling.
Here is photo of me at one of the balls with a
fur. T used to quite like that photograph, but
my daughter said: “You can'’t used it for your
book, ‘cause you look like a drag queen”. So
I didn’t. I fox hunt. When I lived in Firenze,
I had a boyfriend, now 93. I went back and
saw him 14 years ago. He planned to come

When Olga reminisces about the men in her
life, it suddenly feels hot in her kitchen, so
she suggested we get some fresh air at the

garden, up to three acres of it!
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“My father planted this walnut tree from

the nut in 1964 and see how beautifully it’s
grown! The squirrels planted the other wal-
nut trees” she laughs. Pa was such brilliant
gardener and chef. As we have three acres of
wilderness, we often have events here. It is a
nice, peaceful and serene location, because
small children and dogs can’t run astray.

We can prepare any type of banquet, [ actu-
ally have my team of caterers.”

As Olga discussed her event planning, I
notice the house was becoming a bit lurchy,
or lop-sided.

“Well, they started building it 700 years

ago. The basement was not there then. This
means I have had to keep an eye on it and
this means more running costs. As a result [
invite paying guests to spend weekends here.
I hire a chef and a ‘Smile’ | Ha, just imagine
my great grandmother, when she lived here,
had as many as 20 people here as full-time
staff - butlers, kitchen maids , you name it!”

With this last thought she bundled her dogs
in to the passenger trunk of her old jalopy,
and drove me to the station. As we engaged
in these whirlwind memories of Romanov
past, of its golden hey-dey, a beautiful world
of manners and society, peculiarities and
eccentricity she got carried away discussing
her memories of the golden pedigree of the
times and accidentally dropped me off at the
wrong station. As intriguing, eccentric, and
funny as her ancestors, Princess Olga: an
true Romanov.



